FOUNDATIONS OF BRITISH PATRIOTISM
matter; let us, like mathematicians, imagine such a
thing possible and see how it works out in practice.
It is no wonder that under these circumstances the
history of England for the thirty years or so from the
assembly, in 1529, of Henry's " Reformation " Parlia-
ment, records a series of violent shocks, of abrupt changes
of direction, like a car that has got into a skid and shoots
from side to side of the road at the imminent peril of
destruction, until she recovers herself on a side turning
at right angles to her original course.
Strong Henry could no more control events than
weak Clement. However sternly he might set his face
against heresy, he was bound to play into its hands. He
was playing a game of desperate bluff. Once let the
two great Catholic potentates of Europe, the Most
Christian and the Most Catholic, sink their differences
and rally to the support of their common faith, and
England would be crushed like an eggshell. Like it or
not, Henry must strengthen his hands against Rome by
any and every means.
Thus he willed a policy and, willy nilly, worked its
opposite. With his unerring Tudor sense of the trend of
public opinion, he put himself at the head of a con-
servative reaction ; he made a scapegoat of the hated
Cromwell; he reaffirmed the salient points of Catholic
doctrine with an uncompromising firmness fit for an
inquisitor. The country wanted nothing better. But
the mischief was done. The Papal strongholds, the
monasteries, had been given up to plunder all over the
country ; a mixed ancient and modern nobility had
gorged themselves with the loot, and their one fear was
lest a genuine Catholic restoration should compel them
to disgorge. Thus was created an overmastering vested
interest in heresy ; magnates whose fortunes were founded
on confiscation had an obvious motive for going Bolshevik
in doctrine.
Again, orthodoxy had been fatally undermined by
losing that monopoly of propaganda that had been its